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TH    E 


ARGUMENT 


AGAINST  A 


Standing  Army,  &c. 


SIR, 

IN   Anfwer  to  your  Defire,   to   fend  you   my 
own  Thoughts,  and  thofe  of  our  Friends  here 
concerning  the  Argumints  Pro  and  Con  about 
a  Standing   Army,     I  have  lent   you  them  as 
follows,    but  muft  tell   you  that  we  are   not 
Opinionative,    and  fliall  be  glad,   as  el  good  Subie6rs 
ought  to  be,    to  acquiefce  in  whatever  the  Wifdoin 
of  the  Nation,  now  Affembled  in    Parli.tment^    fhall 
jthink  fit  to  determine  in  thefe  Matters. 

The 


( ^ ) 

The  Author  of  the  Argument  hath  in  my  Opinion 
dircovered  a  great  deal  of   Rcajon  and  Wir,   and  no 
lefs  Aftedion  to    his  Prince  and  Country,   however 
he   may  be  traducM  by  lome    who    are  very  much 
infer  Lour  to  l»iu.  in  alii  tholi^  good  Qualifications. 

Yet  I  muft  beg  his  Leave  to  think  that  his  Com- 
mendable Zeal  for  thw  Welfare  and  Security  of  his 
Country,  hath  carry M  h  rn  a  iitrle  too  far.  So  that 
inliead  of  faying  pofitivdy  that  a.  ^tAnding  Army  is 
inconfifl^nt  wich  a  Frt^e  Gover/ime»t,  and  ahfolutdy  d^» 
ftrtt^li'Vfi  to  the  Eng^ifl?  Ajiontrchy^  he  ought  to  have 
qualified  it  thus,  Ih.tt  a  Striding  Army  in  time  of 
Peacsy  unlefs  it  he  by  Confent  of  Parliaments  ts  I  neon  (i- 
fitnt  with  a  Free  Govfrnment^  and  ahfolutely  dfJiruUivc 
to  th^  Engliih  Monarchy,  or  which  is  all  one,  againji 
Law;  and  for  this  We  hdve  t'^c  Authority  of  the  Con- 
vention fign'd  With  that  of  Their  Majefties  King 
WILLIAM  and  Qijeen  M  A  RT,  who  accepted 
of  the  Crown  upon  Agreeing  to  this  and  other  things 
relating  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Subjed,  as  is  to  be  flen  in 
the  Claim  of  Right. 

But  in  the  Threfhold,  I  finding  my  felf  obligM  to  do 
the  Author  fo  much  Ju/lice  as  to  (ay,  that  the  Writers 
of  the  Rt flections  and  Remarks  upon  him  have  fliow'd 
a  great  deal  more  of  Malice  and  Raflinefs  than  of  Rea- 
Ibn  and  Argument,  when  they  brand  him  as  a  Ja. 
eohite^  or  a  Repuhltcan :    In  my  Opinion  the  Gentleman 

hath 
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hath  fufficienjly  provided  againft  fuch  Irtij^utati- 
ons,  by  pleading  all  along  againft  thofe  things  that 
he  thinks  deftrudive  to  the  E?7gl!{h  McnArchy.  but 
it  hath  been  the  Conftant  Pradice  of  a  Certain 
Party  in  the  Nation,  lo  blaft  all  endeavours  for 
the  Liberty  of  their  Countrey,  with  the  Calumny  of 
letting  up  for  a  Republick,  in  order  to  make  the  bell 
Patriots  hateful  to  the  Court,  and  that  they  might 
either  procure  or  be  continued  in  places  themfelves,  or 
at  Itaft  to  ferve  a  Fadion  that  are  for  Arbitrary  Go- 
vernment ;  which  of  thele,  or  whether  ail  or  any  of 
them  be  the  Motives  of  thofe  Writers  that  have  fb 
rudely  treated  the  Author  of  theArguraent,  I  fhall  not 
fo  much  as  prefume  to  Conjcdrurc,  becaufe  I  am  alto- 
gether unacquainted  with  their  Perfons  and  Chara- 
Scrs,  as  I  am  indeed  with  his. 

But  to  come  to  the  matter.  The  Cafe  is  now  altered 
from  what  it  was  when  either  of  them  wrote,  His 
Majefty,  who  is  part  of  the  Legiflative  Power,  having 
declared  His  Opinion  to  the  Parliament,  that  the  Cir- 
cuinftances  of  Affairs  abroad  are  fuch,  T^hAt  for  th^ 
frefentj  England  c/innot  be  fafe  ivithont  g,  Land-force. 
\  his  coming  from  the  Mouth  of  the  King,  who  fits  at 
-the  Helm  of  the  Government,  and  of  fuch  a  Kingas 
hath  always  demonftrated  a  fatherly  care  of  his  Sub- 
jeds,  and  an  inmltahle  Courage  and  Conduct  in  hfs 
Adminift^ration,  fets  the  matter  in  quite  another 
Light.  Then  feeing  His  Majef^y  is  undoubtedly  able 
tolatisfy  the  Nation  as  to  the  Truth  of  his  AlTertion, 

The 
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The  Queftion  is  about  the  neceflity  of  a  ftanding 
Army,  how  numerous  that  Army  muft  be,  of  what 
Troops  Compoled,  for  how  long  they  muft  be  kept 
up,  and  what  are  the  moft  proper  methods  to  prevent 
:he  dangers  which  the  Argument  infifts  upon,  to 
)e  the  Nitural  Confequences  of  a  ftanding  Army,  in 
•afe  of  His  Majefties  Death,  and  a  SucceiTor,  who 
lay  perhaps  be  A^led  by  other  Councils,  and  not 
«»idowed  with  the  Royal  Qudliftcations  that  all  Men 
allow  His  Majefty  to  be  bleffcd  With,  Now  that 
this  is  ntceffciry  to  '>e  coniidere  J  will  be  denied  by 
no  Man  that  wifhes  well  to  our  Religion  and  Li- 
berties, feeing  it  muft  be  granted,  that  His  Ma« 
jefty  is  liable  to  a  Violent  or  Natural  Death  as 
well  as  oiher  Men,  and  more  Obnoxious  to  the 
former,  becaufe  of  the  Malicious  Plots  of  his  exe^ 
arable  Enemies. 

.;.,AVnat  methods  are  moft  proper  to  reach  thofe 
<!efirable  Eads,  muft  be  iQk  to  the  Wildom  of  the 
King  and  Parliament  to  determine,  but  that  there 
is  a  danger  iti  kcepniga  ftanding  Army,  as  well  as  iq 
being  without  one,  is  Co  obvious  that  it  cannot  well 
be  denied,  and  therefore  there  is  a  necedity  of  ma- 
iling provifion  in  both  r^ffx^ls,  which  no  doubt 
may  be  ctFected  wntliout  fuc.'i  Heat  and  Clamour,  as 
the  Paraphlttears  ^gainft  the  Arguments  are  full 
-c/,  ThtLater  for  HAUancirjg  excepted,  whichis  indeed 
^odcft  and  to  the  point. 

That 
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That   we    arc    in   Danger   without   a   Standing 
Army   is   reafonahly    encugh  infifled    on   from  the 
Pov.  er  of  the   trcvch  King;    his   Levity    in  obfer- 
vifg   tormer   Treaties,    which  the  Anlwers   lo  the 
Art'irmerit  make   a    mighty    noife  abcur,     and    to 
this  may   be   adxleJ,    rhat    thti  Principles    of    that 
Rcigio/ ,    whereof    the   French    King    is   the    pro- 
fcfTed  Champion,    allows  the  Breach   of  the  moft 
Solemn    Tits,    and  the    Perpetration    of   the  mod 
horrid    Crimea    to     advance    the    Rom.in   Church. 
So    rhat    all    thofe    thin^    confider'd,    there  is   an 
abfolure    Ncc.flity     that     we   fhould    be    on    our 
Giwrd  :     and    a%    N'atters    are     at    prefent,    how 
we  can    uny  way   be    reputed  to    be    (o   without 
a  Standing  ForC'^,  is  to  rne  unconceivable. 


I  know  that  to  alleviate  thofe  juft  Caufes  of  Ap- 
prehenfion  it  is  argued  ch^t  he  is  now  j^rown  an- 
tient;  that  his  Country  ts  exhaufUd  of  Men,  as 
are  his  Trcafuries  o^  Monev,  ihat  his  gining  fb 
little  by  breach  of  former  Treaties,  harh  convinc'd 
him  thft  'twill  ht  ins  Iire.eft  to  obferve  this, 
and  that  in  fh">rt  his  C^^uutrv  ftmds  in  need  of 
a  tim.e  of  breuhing,  fo  that  there's  nothing  now  to 
be  fear'd  from  that  Head. 

B  To 
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To  this  it   may    be  replied,   that   Marim  CAtus, 
the  RGmn/i  Conful,  recover^  himfeli',  though  an  Ex- 
ile,   fentenc'd    to    Death,     and  abandon'd   by   all 
Men,    when   well  (Iriciien  in  Years,    and  avengM 
himfelf  fuHiciendy    on  tliole  that  had  reduc'd  him 
to    thofe   Straits  ;    that  though  Frame  be  exiiauft- 
ed  of  iMen,    yet  the  laft  Campaigne  is  enough  to 
demonftratc    that    he's     ilill   able    to   match    tlie 
Allies    for    Numbers  ;     and    though  it    mufl:   be 
granted  that    his   Treafijres   are   pretty  well  emp- 
tied,   yet  if  it  be  well  confider'd    what    an  Inge«» 
nious    Author   of  that  Country    did   lately   write 
in    the    Ruin    and   Defolation   of   trance^    demon- 
ftrated  his   Clergy,    who    polTefs  one   half  of  all 
the  Eftates  Real   and   Perfonal   in  that   Ki;^edom, 
are  ftill   in  a  manner  unto'jch'd,    though  polTefs'd 
of  Imrr-enfe  Riches ;     (b  that    if    he    Ihould   take 
the  fame    Me-: lures   with  his   Popifh    Clergy,    as 
Giifiivus  Enckfofij    King  oi    Swedtrty    did  with  his, 
or  as  our    Htfiry    VliL    did    with   ours  ;    that  is 
to  fay,    turn   them  out   of  their  Monalleries,    Ab- 
bies    and  Riches,    which    is  eafie  for    him    to   do 
with  his  Standing  Jrmyy    who  by  the  lacking  of 
Churches   and    RtUg.ious    Houfes   in   Germwy    and 
F/auders,    have  given    proof  enough  to  the  World 
that  they  fiave  no    Scruple  of  Confcience   to   be 
fo    imploy'd  :     I   fay.    If   he    fhould    take    this 
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Courfe,  he  would  quickly  abouiud  with  Men 
and  N'oncy,  and  as  eafily  overflow  his  Ncigh- 
bou^ing  Countrys,  if  they  had  no  StAMding  Ar- 
mies to  refill  him,  as  the  >.ea  driven  by  a 
ftrong  Wind,  would  oveiflow  Wtfi-frtezLmd  and 
hoSa/?df  if  they  fhould  demuhfh  their  Banks  and 
Dikes. 


Then,  as  to  the  Defolation  of  his  Country, 
it's  rather  an'  Argument  that  ^le  is  to  bs  dread- 
ed than  defpiftd,  coiifiJerinc;  what  vaft  Numbers 
of  Difciphncd  Troops  lie  has  on  f..ot ;  who  co 
be  fure,  if  they  ha  i  their  choice,  iiad  rather  b^ 
plundering  their  rich  Neighbours,  iiv^  in  Plenty, 
and  enjoy  all  tl^-  Liberty  trtai's  commonly  allovv'd 
Soldiers  in  an  Enemy's  Country,  than  be  expO'>'d 
at  home  ro  mannurt  Defblate  La  vj$,  and  culiivate 
Ruin'd  Vineyards,  wichoui  the  Prolpe6l  of  any- 
higher  Reward  than  W'coden-Shooes  or  Canvas- 
Shirts,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  be  liable  to  ell 
manner  of  Exorbitant  Taxes.  And  as  a  Military 
Life,  muH;  needs  be moreE'igit^le  to  them  after  Co  ma- 
ny Ye-^rs  beintr  accullomed  to  it,  there's  no  doubt 
but  it  wouid  iikciviie  be  more  agreeable  to  his  Afpi- 
ring  Genius,  it  he  did  not  fiad  himfclf  in  danger  of 
being  overmaich'd  ;  and  '.f  weconfult  the  Hiftories 
of  the  Goths y  Var.ddby  AUns^  Hu^s,  drc,  who  like 
aa  Inundation,   did  overlpread  Europe  fucceflively, 
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we  Hiall  find  that  tlieir  want  of  a  comfortable  Snb- 
fiftance  at  home  was  one  of  the  m^in  Caufes  of  thofe 
Eruptions  they  n^.ade  upon  their  Neiglibours  abroad, 
and  there's  no  Body  acquainted  with  the  prefent 
Condition  of  France,  but  knows  that  the  Soldiers 
liv'd  much  better  in  the  Armies  than  th.^  Peafants 
and  ordinary  Tradefmen  did  at  home,  and  that  was 
one  great  Rcafon  why  his  Armies  were  always  fo 
Numerous. 


As  to  his  being  convincM  by  his  gaining  {(->  Ht- 
tle  by  the  Breach  of  other  Treaties,    that  'c-viil  be 
his  Inteitft  to  cbfei  verfiiv,  I  fh.dl  be  very -a  illing  to 
allow  that    he   is  polTesM  witn  to  Gei-erous    and 
Magnanimous  a  Soul,    th^t   he  abhors  to  do    any 
thing  that's  bafe  ;    but   ieeing  he  is  fo   unhappy  as 
to  be  of  a  Church  whicli   pretends   to  hallow   the 
ungodlitft  Mc^ns<  lb  they  be  out  eif^tbual  to  attain 
their  end,  they  transform  Vice  iaVir  ue,  and  make 
him  to  think  ithisgreateft  Glory  to  ucrperrare  fuch 
things  ;  w  hich  without  that  Biafs  he   u  ould  ihinlc 
highly  diflionourable.     Then  as  to  tiis  Giiufi  by  for- 
mer Bre  iches,  the  it's  true  he  hatfi  had  a  feeret  Vo- 
mit, uhich  hath  made  him  to  difgorge  m^ny  T- wns 
and  Countries,   ye::  he  is  ftillagreat  Gainer  by  the 
Bargain,  and  retains  confiderable  Conquefls  both  from 
Sfami^^d  the  Empire. 

It 
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It   is  alfb  further  to  be  obferved,  that  tho  the 
French  King  cannot  ib  tafily   invade  us  as    he  can 
do  Iiis  Neighbours  on  the  Continent,   yet   by   this 
Peace  he  harh  in  fome  meafure  diffolv'd  the  League, 
that  'iwill  not  be  eafie   to  aflcmble  again  fb  many 
Troops  belonging  to  fo  many  different    Pri{icei>  to 
oppole   him,    and  he  hath   moreover  thrown   in  a 
Bone  of  Contention  betwixt  the  Proteftanr  Princes 
of  the  Empire,  and  the   Emperour  who  hath  con- 
feiited  to   the  Robbing    of  the    Proieftants    of  fo 
many  of   their   Churches,   which     no    doubt    will 
highien  thofe    mif  u idurft.mdings,    that  have  been 
obhrvabie  enough  betwixt  the  Pioteflnnts  and  Pa- 
pifts  in  Germany  durit^g  the  War,  and  whilft  they 
are   divided  amongft    themfelves  upon    a  Religious 
Account,  there's  Httle  appearance  tiiat  either  Branch 
of  the  Houfe  of  Anfiria,  will  give  any  afTiiiance  to 
us,    and  lor  the  Protei^anis  ot    Ge>many^   rhey   are 
likely    to  have  work  enough  to  defend  themfelves, 
if  any  Rupture  happen  on  the  Account  of    Religi- 
on, To  that  we  feem  to  be  under    an    abfblute  ne- 
ceflTiry  of  putting  our  lelves  in  fuch  a  Condition, 
as    we  may    be  able  to   ftand    on    our    own   bot- 
tom. 


There's 
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There*s  another  thing  dill,  which  Is  of  very  great 
Coifequence,  tho  lomc  perhaps  may  think  ic  re- 
moLt:,  and  that  is  the  fair  ProfpeEt  which  the 
Hou'e  ot'   B(77r;bon  has,    of  having    the  Crown  of 

SpAin  United  to  that  of  t'txnce Their  hopes  ia 

this  macter  leem  not  ill  founded  nor  remote,  coii- 
fidering  that  weak  State  of  the  King  of  Spuns 
Hedih,  their  being  no  hkelihood  of  his  having  any 
Ilfue,  the  (Irong  Fiction  which  the  French  King 
has  in  Spxnt^  the  we- kntfb  of  that  Kingdom  to  re- 
fill: him  in  cafe  of  an  Invafion,  and  then  being  cut 
oif  from  uii  Profpefl  of  help  (if  they  make  any 
Etfirts  to  prefer ve  their  Liberties^  but  what  they 
may  probably  have  from  us.  Tliis  Confiderarion 
alone  (he'^s  the  neceflity  of  our  having  a  Laad- 
Force  in  readinefs,  either  to  defend-  VUndtrs^  our 
Natural  Birrier  from  being  (wallowed  up  by  the 
Fiei'ch  King,  who  will  then  have  a  better  Title  to 
it  than  ever,  or  to  be  Tranfported  to  the  a/TiAance 
of  the  Spa^idrds  in  their  own  Country;  for  if  the 
Crown  of  France  become  once  polTcfsM  of  Spain 
in  FUndtrs^  we  are,  hu  nane  y  fpsaking,  b'ockt  up 
on  ail  fides,  our  Trade  m  Jl  every  •  here  be  at 
their  Mercy,  and  we  are  liable  to  their  Invafions, 
without  any  Profped  of  relief  ;  for  as  I  have  ob- 
ferv'd  already,  they  have  Created  a  diverfion  for 
the  German  Prote/lanfs,  the  United  Provinces  are 
in  the  very  Mouth  of  the  Lion,  and  the  French 
will   take  care  to   dafh  the  Nsrthzrn  Crowns  one 
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agalnft  another.  All  the^e  things  being  confidered> 
do  in  my  Opinion  demonftrates  r\i  unavoidable 
danger  from  the  Circumllances  of  Aiiairs  abro?d, 
if  wc  be  left  withouc  a  Land  Force  at  home,  and 
therefore  tho  the  Court  infiffc  upon  it,  there's'  no 
Reafbn  to  fufped  tiiat  they  have  any  Defi^n  up- 
on the  Liberties  of  their  own  Subjects ,  when 
there's  (b  much  caufe  to  provide  againft  Forreign 
Enemies. 


But  now  on  the  other  Hand,  that  there  is 
danger  from  a  ftafiding  Army  at  home,  is  equal- 
ly dernonlhable ;  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
Reafbns. 

I.  The  Country  hath  always  lookM  upon  them 
as  a  Grievance  in  time  oi  Peace,  could  never  di- 
geft  their  i'  ude  behaviour  and  (low  pa/,  and  were 
much  difgufted  by  their  ill  Morals. 

2  The  renewed  attempts  of  the  Court  in  the 
Late  Reigns,  to  enilive  the  Country  by  ftinding 
Armies,  hath  midc  their  avcrfion  to  them  Natural 
and  in  a  manner  Hereditary,  fo  that  the  Jea- 
loufie  01^  that  .lead  is  almoll  incurable. 

^  5^0 


^  So  long  as  there's  aParty  in  the  Kingdom  that 
is  not  ru^cientiy  purged  oF  the  oid  Leaven  of 
PaiTivc  Obalu.nce,  and  t'le  Army  not  jcionnM  in 
Morals;  the  prcieit  Government,  whicriis  found- 
ed upon  Principles  dumerically  op|>olice  to  the 
tormcr,  and  hath  alway^  dcjUr'd  it  felf  againft 
De*^aucberv,  can  ne\er  be  iafc,  it  ever  the  late 
King  or  his  pretended  •>on  (hould  bnd  wiiha  Fnrrch 
Po'ver,  except  the  Annv  be  othtrwife  modelPd 
than  at  pre!ent,  lor  it  the  debuich'd  Soldiers  be 
oiice  pp*r-n>V  by.thele  PaiFiv^e  ObeJience->4en,  and 
tte:.ijHtq!>iG^ /^finrry.  .in  the  Coaniry,  who  have 
alwnys  dtclar'd  a  greater  good  Liking  to  Popery 
than  to  D'.flencers  ;  chat  trie  prelcnc  Gov^e-nment  is 
not  throji:;  ily  \\'e;l  aiieded  to  the  Chiixh,  which 
is  the  C'jmmoPi  Topick  of  the  di{ciHR:('l:ed  Party,  bc- 
ca'jfcofthe  Kind's  beinii;  bred  in  H  Ihn^^  his  grant- 
ing Liber  &y  oi  Confcierice  in  E/t^Ujtd^  and  eltabiifh- 
ing  Pftib\'--y  in  Scott  ni\  I  fay,  that  if  once  the 
Army  be  poyfon'd  wich  thofe  Sugi^eftions,  that  te 
gether  with  c  e  contir  uai  Bxclam.itions  Oi  thrr  Jacot-itc 
Partv  aga'nft  \\\^Dutci\  may  v  ry  much  endanger'the 
prefent  Government,  bv  the  revolt  A  fuch  2i^Ta.)'iiiing 
Armv,  in  cafe  of  any  fuch  Invafion  as  above  men* 
tior.ed. 
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So  long  as  a  flaading  Army  cojitlnucs  oa  the  pre- 
.feat  footing,  not  only  the  Diiftnters,  but  all  the  moderate 
Church  of  E?/gUnd  men,  and  thofe  called  Whiggs  in 
general,  will  continue  uneafie  and  be  afraid  of  Invafi- 
ons,  incafe  of  his  Majefby's  Death,  upon  their  Liberty 
and  Property,  as  it  happened  in  the  late  Reign,  fo  that 
there  is  caufe  to  fear  that  the  Jealoufies  of  the  two  Par- 
ties may  throw  the  Nation  into  new  Convulfion^,  and 
the  Army,  as  in  all  probability  it  will,  joining  with  the 
Court,  Liberty  and  Property  will  be  again  in  danger  of 
being  fwallowed  up,  the  Nation engag'd  in  a  Civil  VV^ar, 
and  expos'd  to  a  Foreign  Conqueft  after  the  two  Par- 
ties have  weaken'd  themfelves  by  mutual  Slaughter  and 
Bloodllied. 

The  Cafe  then  being  thus,  and  the  dangers  Great 
and  Eminent  in  both  rcfpeds,  it  follows  of  courfe,  that 
tlie  neareft  ought  to  be  provided  againft  firil,  and  that 
is  to  be  done  by  a  Land  Force,  till  fuch  time  as  the  K. 
and  Parhament  are  fatisfied  that  the  danger  from  abroad 
is  over. 

But  then,  confideringonthe  other  hand  that  we  have 
no  Leafe  of  the  KingsLife,  provifionoughtto  bem.ade 
againll:  tlie  other  as  fpeedily  as  may  be  ;  but  the  me- 
thods of  doing  this  mull  be  chofcn  and  determined  by 
the  Kinn;  and  Parliament. 

The  Argument  propofes  as  a  defence  againft  Foreign 
Invafion,  the  Regulating  the  Mditia,  fo  as  to  make  them 
fe.rviccable  ;  The  training  up  of  all  tlic  Subje^ls  in  the 
ufe  of  Arms,  and  keeping  a  good  Fleet,  fo  difpDfcd  in 
Convenient  Ports  as  to  prevent  aii  Invafion. 


C  This 


(.4). 

Tliis  in  my  opinion  is  highly  rcalonablc,  and  were  it 
brought  to  pals,  would  prove  a  very  efFe8:ual  Remedy 
both  againft  Invaders  from  abroad  and  Tyrants  at  home; 
but  the  mifch'.ef  on't  is,  tliat  it  is  neither  done  nor  hke 
to  be  done  time  enough  to  anlwer  the  Ends  j  and  lee- 
ing  it  is  fo^  no  reafonable  Man  can  think  that  the 
Nation  fliould  be  laid  naked  without  a  defence 
in  the  mean  time  ;  and  this  I  confeis  is  the  main  thing  . 
wherein  I  diiTent  from  that  Ingenious  Paper  :  I  am  far 
from  the  opinion  of  his  Adversaries,  who  reproach  him 
as  a  Republican,  Apellate  Whigg,  Jacobite, fowre  Tern- 
per'd,  Whimr.cal  and  Melancholy  Fellow,  nor  do  I  think 
they  difcover  much  Judgment  in  ridiculing  his  propo- 
fal  'as  to  the  Militia  and  Navy.  It  is  certain  that  for- 
merly this  Nation  did  as  Remarkable  Exploits  againil 
the  Frcfich  and  ^eo-ch  when  they  had  no  ftanding  Ar- 
my,  as  ever  tliey  have  done  (ince,  and  that  the  Battles  • 
betwixt  the  two  Houfes  of  Lmcafter  and  Tork,  and  be- 
twixt the  Barons  and  the  King  were  fought  with  as> 
much  braveryand  oider,tho'  the  Armies  confiftcd  only  of 
the  CountryMenand  Retainers  of  either  Party,  as  ever 
have  been  done  fince  ftanding  Armies  came  in  fafliion. 
Nor  can  there  be  any  reafon  afTigned  why  the  MiHtia 
fnould  not  equal  the  Regular  Forces,  as  they  are  now 
called,  either  for  Valour  or  Difciphne,  provided  they 
were  equally  Train'd  as  all  tlie  people  of  the  Nation 
were  in  thofc  times  ;  but  the  true  reafon  why  the  Mi-= 
litia  come  fo  far  fhort  of  the  Regular  Troops  now  is 
that  the  Court  having  in  the  late  Reigns  framed  to  them- 
felves  a  diiiinct  Intereft  from  the  Country,  they  durffc 
notentruft  them  with  Arms,  nor  encourage  their  being 
trainM  up  in  the  ufe  of  them ;  but  bleffed  be  God  the 
€8fe  IS  other  wife  now,  his  Majefty  isfenfible^  and  hath 
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from  t'oTC  to  time  exprefs-d  liisfeiiie  o^'  djo  A*lVcl;i61li 
of  his  people,  and  declard  'I'iAi  be  /.nU-tr  >jas  nor  ca^f: 
fjAve  aj?y  hnereji  difiinci  from  thetrs.  It  "vvastlieirafFccl* 
on  ferried  him  on  die  Throne,  and  hath  ever  fince  kept 
him  in  it,  fo  that  thebsitter  his  Subieds  aretraiii'd  up 
in    niarthl  DiicipUne,  die  more  jfirmh/  is  hiS  Crown 

It  i!f  equally  ceitain  that  there  are  fewer  Mercenary 
-Soldiers- and  Ofikers  in  the  MHitia,  as  Originally  conll:- 
mrtd,  aiui  more  of  tiie  Freeholders  and  Su'bftantial 
Men  of  the  Nation,  than  in  a  landing  Army,  and  no 
inan  can  doubt  b:it  the  Mafter  of  a  Family,  nis  Son  or 
trully  Servant,  will  fight  with  another  fori:  of  Zeal  for 
their  own  Property  and  PoffeiTions,  than  a  Mercenary 
.Soldier,  who,  as  the  Argument  fays  too  true,  makes  a 
Profedion  to  be  a  Butcher  of  Men  for  6d.fer,  day  witii- 
out  confidering  what  Caufe  he  engages  in,  and  that  there 
are  too  many  fuch  in  our  Army,cannot  be  denied  by  any 
Perfon  that  hath  not  bankrupt  all  his  modeft y ;  and  as 
for  thofe  filly  inftances  which  his  Ad varfariesinfilt  up- 
on of  the  Mihtia's  not  having  acled  their  parts,  the 
reafon  is  plain,  they  were  not  Difciplin'd,  which  was 
the  fault  of  the  Government  and  not  of  the  people  ; 
it  is  moreover  a  very  talfe  [way  of*  Argumentation  to 
conclude,  becaufe  the  Militia  as  neglected  in  the  late 
Reigns,  were  not  to  be  compared  to  the  Regular  Troops, 
call  never  be  brought  to  be  as  ufcfuil  m  the  defence  of 
their  Country  as  a  Itanding  Army  in  other  Reigns, 
but  the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  thofe  Authors  are  not 
willing  to  have  it  put  to  the  Experiment. 
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Tl-e  Argument  owns  that  the  Milita  is  nor  fo  pro- 
l^cr  for  Conpuells  jn('eed  eisfor  Defence,  anclforCcn- 
nucRs  we  have  no  occafion  to  make  any,  nor  were  we 
ever  ve-y  happy  in  prelerving  them.  Yet  if  all  the  Males 
of  the  Nation  w  ere  broug,ht  up  to  tlie  ufe  of  Ai  ms  on 
Hol}'-<:lays,  O'c,  which  were  a  more  commendable  way 
of  fpendina  their  time  than  has  of  late  been  praclifed. 
V.'e  fhouid  not  need  to  fear  our  King's  wanting  difci- 
plined  Men  to  go  abroad  with  h'.m  on  occaficn,  witli- 
out  putting  the  locco  /.  Men  as  one  of  the  Pamphlets 
cjIL  tliem  to  the  trouble  of  doing  fo  ^.  nor  is  it  very 
decent  in  any  perfon  to  calf  fuch  an  unbecomeing  re* 
llcQion  upon  that  Royal  Regiment  of  Citizens,  whom 
his  Majefty  honoured  to  be  their  Colonel  himfelf,  but 
perfonS'  of  thofe  Authors  kidney  had  rather  belike  fee 
Arms  in  ^  the  hands  of  a  Dammee,  than  in  the  hands  of 
a  Scber  Citizen  :  Vice  is  always  afraid  of  Virtue,  but 
fpecially  when  in  a  Capacity  to  fupprefs  it.  Some  of 
the  Gang  remember  the  blows  (fill  they  received  from 
the  hands  of  the  Citizens,  in  the  late  Parliament  Wars, 
and  don't  care  to  rencounter  with  fuch  Adverfariesany 
more,  they  had  rather  contribute  to  debauch  them  in 
Taverns  and  Play-houfes,  as  being  indeed  the  readier 
way  to  have  their  Wives  and  Daughters,  nay  and  their 
Purfestoo  at  their  Devotion. 

TLe  Argument  does  alfo  propofe  a  mixing  of  the 
Standing  Armiy,  or  part  of  'em  at  lead:  with  the  Militia, _ 
in  order  to  train  them,  and  to  .provide  for  themfelves, 
which  his  Adverfaries  do  mightily  ridicule  and  alledge 
that  all  the  dangers  he  fancies  from  a  Standing  A.rmy 
would  continue  in  that  cafe,  but  I  muft  beg  leave  to 
diifent  from  thofe  Gentlemen,  they  know  well  enough 
that  the  fr  equent  excliange  of  Garifons  on  the  Frontiers 
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,of  Kingdoms  is  praclifcd  as  an  eiFcrbLiai  uicaus- co  pre- 
vtnt  LraiterouiJLorrifpcndcriCes  in  tliofe  Garifons,  and 
that  the  mixing  of  nun:e,  cus  Defeiters  among  other 
Troops,  is  Icokr  on  as  a  good  \v:^y  tQ  .prev(?nt  any  ill  de- 
ri!:,ns  tliey  may  have  indeferting  ;  then  wjjy  fVioiil(\  not 
the  mixing  of  die  RegularTroops  amongfrthe  whole  Mi- 
litia of  the  Kingdom,  where  die  Soldiers  have  neither  the 
fame  Officers,  Comrades  nor  the  like  opportunities  to  do 
mifchief  were  tliey  fo  inclined,  as  they  had  when  in  a 
feparate  ftandmg  Army  :  And  moreover  the  Officers  of 
/tbe  Alilitia  are  or  ought  all  to  be  Men  of  Efrate  cr 
Note,  and  oFgood  Report  and  Credit  wlicre  they  live, 
and  the  Militia  Men  diem!eives  not  making  Wardieir 
Trade,  but  being  only  called  out  upon  an  Exigent  for 
die  Defence  of  their  Country,  tliey  can  never  be  fup- 
■  pofed  to  be  fo  rude  and  deilruclive  to  the  places  \v lure 
they  are  quartered,  as  the  Souldiersof  a  Standing  Army 
generally  are,  many  cf  whofe  OiHcers,  efpecialiy  fince 
buying  and  felling  of  CommifTions  came  in  fafhion,are 
known  to  be  Men  of  no  Hilat^  nor  Reputation,  but 
preferr'd  either  for  their  I^.Ioney  or  becaufc  perhaps  they 
have  been  VaUt  de  0!'4;»^/'fi,  or  other  wife  ferviccabie 
to  a  Superiour  Officer,  andfo  have  neither  Honour  nor 
Probity  to  reftrain  them  from  ill  praclifes  themfelvcs, 
or  to  oblige  them  to  punifli  them  in  others,  as  Gentle- 
men of  Note  in  their  refpective  Counties  have  or  ouglic 
to  have,  or  orherwife  are  not  fit  to  be  intrulted  with- 
Comm.and. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  do  likewife  ridicule  the  Arguments 
propofal  of  a  Good  Fleet  at  Sea,  as  not  fU'Ticient  to 
prevent  an  Invafion,  becaufe  his  prefeilt  Majelly  made 
his  Defcentnotwithftanding  K.  J-i/w^ri's  Fleet;  and  that 
the  French  landed  Men  in  Irdand^  and  have  gone  out 

and 


kvA  i'lfu  th'jiv  ow;\  ]>rcs,  when  cw:  Sqia'ron^  h?:ve 
be^n  Iving  before  thcirijamlciiicny  bccaufe  they  iuppofe 
that  the  r?.n-;e  Wind  which  bniigs  the  French  from  their 
CCcilh,  may  keep  our  Tlcet  Wind-bound  upon  our 
own. 

In  this  pjtai  in  all  .lie  re'l,  they  deal  very  unfa:I^. 
ly  with  our  Ingenious  Aurhor,  he  does  not  propofe  the 
rclvin.^  uuoa  a  Fleet  only,  but  would  have  the  whole 
Nation  train'd  in  the  Ex^ircue  ot  Arms,  to  oppoTe  any 
Invader  :  Nor  i\o  they  ac  all  take  notice  of  h.s  Pro]e£f , 
of  havin;i:  our  Fleet  fo  d.fpofed  into  Squidrons,  as  at  the 
Lands  End,  P  rmonth^  ^Vc.  That  it  would  be  impra- 
cticable fv>r  the  French  to  Invade  us,  let  the  Wind  lie  how 
it  willy  without  expofmg  the"r  Iranfport  Ships  at  leaft 
to  one  or  other  of  thofe  Squadrons.  As  to  their  Inftan- 
ces  of  the  Kin2;'s  making  his  Defcent  notwithflanding 
King  Jarnes's  Fleet,  it  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe,had  tlie 
faid^Fleet  been  fo  difposM  as  our  Author  propofes  the 
Dutch  Fleet  could  not  lb  eafily  haveefcaped  them.;  but 
we  arc  moreover  to  believe  that  the  Prince  of  Orange 
had  his  Friends  in  the  Fleet  as  well  as  in  the  Army, 
which  dees  perfedly  alter  the  Cafe. 

Then  as  to  the  F/crich  liavins;  landed  Men  in /rf/^W, 
and  gone  out  and  into  their  own  Ports,  notwithftand- 
ing.  our  Squadrons  lying  before  them,  the  Authors  know 
that  in  moil  or  all  of  thofe  Cafes,there  have  been  fhrewd 
fufpicions  of  Treachery,  or  a  real  or  pretended  want 
of  Orders,  Pro  v  ill  on  s,  or  foniewhac  :  Nay,  as  I  remem- 
ber, the  efcape  of  the  Thoulon  Fleet  through,  the  Straits 
once  >  and  their  geccing  into  BreH  at  another  time, 
have  been  queftioned  ui  Parliament,  and  there  paft  a 
Vote  in  the  Houfe,  that  there  was  a  notorious  Treach- 
ery in  feme  of  our  Mif:arriages  of  that  nature,  fo   that 
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t'le  Aafvvercrs  of  ihc  Argument  can  conclude  noili;i)g 
trOiTi  this,  for  that  A':t!ior  always  fnppofes  our  Fleet  to 
be  honeft  ;  and  tlie  Kiiig'b  Slips  to  be  Commauded  either 
by  Gentlemen  of  known  Integrity, or  fuch  true  Tarrs  as 
the  Capta  n  called  Honour  ^ud  Glory ^  and  not  by  Lap 
dogs  as  one  of  our  Lampoons  reprefented  them  afccr 
T^rrtngton\  Defeat,  who  have  fpeat  more  of  their  time 
in  the  School  of  Venus ^  than  in  that  of  Mars, 

Then  as  to  the  equal  danger  that  tliofc  Authors  fug- 
geft  from  a  {landing  Fleei  as  from  a  il:anding  Army, 
it  is  very  eaf:e  to  fnewthem  tlieir  miikke.  In  thciiril: 
place,  they  can  give  us  no  indance  of  it,  that  ever  our 
Fleet  pJlaGed  or  plundred  tlicir  own  Country,  vrhat- 
everfome  few  Ships  may  h«ave  done  either  under  Charles 
11.  when  Prince  of  WaUs^  or  at  other  times,  wheicas  it 
isvery  well  known  that  the  Army  under  C/;4r/ei  the  L 
treated  the  Subiectis  in  as  barbarous  a  manner  as  a  for- 

reign  Enemy    would  almort  ha\e   done and  the 

Country  does  ftill  remember  what  horrid  diforders  were 
committed  bv  thofe  oiCh Aries  and  \j.imes  IL   In  the  next 
place,  it  is  plain  that  if  the  Fleet  Ihould  revolt  againlt 
the  natioii,they  forfeit  all  thofe  pledges  they  have  on  fhoar 
which  are  much  more  confiderable  in  proportion  than  the 
thofe  of  t^ie  Land  Army,for  diough  we  fhould  grant  tha: 
many  of  the  Land  Officer-)  have  Eftates  and  Fainilics,yet 
fewofrh;:  Soldiers  bave,\\  hereas  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
Marine  OiPiCers  have  filiates  and  Families  and  but  few 
of  the  Seamen  are  without  the  latter  ;  and  to  give  them 
their  due,  they  fcem  to  have  a  better  Lnfe  of  the  trr.e 
Interell  of  th«  Nation  than  the  Land  Soldiers  general- 
ly have,  and  hence  it  came  to  pafs  tlut  the  VVappeners 
were  fo  much  exposM  to  Reflechons  in  the  late  Rejgn, 
and  that  they  haveapper.r'd  fo  Zealous  tor  this,  and  from 
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the  k:nc  C^iifeir  mull:  nceJs  proceed,  that  no-  one  SIvp  -^ 
t>t  rlie  Navy   Revoked   from  the  prelent  Goverme  it 
tho*  DumhiirtoK^s  and  other  Regiments  of  ciie  Itaadlng 
Arinv  .did.  But  tv:>  2;  ve  thofe Gentlemen  all  the  fcope  they 
(an  defire,  wc  will  luppMe  what  no  man  in  his  right 
Wits  will  ever  fupnofeto  be  priQr'xable,  that  the  whcijc;-  ^ 
Navy  lliould  Revo't,  and  bring  in  a  trench  Army  up- 
Oiuis ;  that  conld  not  hnder  the  Nation  from  calling 
in  the  affiCbance  0^  t.\t  Dutch^  Dmtjh^  and  Sved'jh  Men 
of  War  to  oppofe  them,  which  their  own  Intercft  would 
foDn  prompt  them  to  Ao,  nor  yet  prevent  the  people's 
Arming  like  one  Man   to  make  head  aga:nR  the  Fo- 
reign Invader,  whereas  if  a  (landing  Army  flioidd  by 
the  Autliority  of  any  fucceeding  Prmce  join  with  him 
to  fwallow  up  the  Liberties  of  the  people,    they  can 
effeQ:   it  fpecdJy,  as  being  in  the  midft  of  u^,  where 
they  have  opportunity  to  cut  o9F  the  wdiole  Parliament 
at  a  blow,  as  Chnfiiera  of  De^jmirk  did  that  of  Siveitn^ 
or  to  Lop  of  the  Qppofite  Nobility  and  Gentry  by  de- 
grees, and  fo  the  people  having  none  toConda6lthem 
mull:  fubmit  like   Sheep  without  a  Shepherd,    and  I 
wonder  at  thofe  Gentlemen  \^  ho  think  this  impracli- 
cable,  when  Charles  L  camiS  into  the  Parliairienr  Houfe 
with  an  Armed  Force  and  demanded  the  five  Mem- 
bers, and  Oliver  by  Military  Force  modelled  the  Houfe 
as  he  himifelf  pleasM,  fo  that  in  either  of  thofe  Cafes 
the  King  and  the  Ufurper  had  not  God  rell:rain'd  them; 
might  have  done  the  fam.e  thing  as  Chnjtleni-  of  Den- 

r//ark  did 

Thiere's  another  pleafant  Fancy  which  one  of  thofe 
Authors  has  broached,  viz.  That  there's  no  flavery  to 
be  fear'd  but  in  Conjunction  with  Popery,  when  die 
whole  Nation  remembers  to  this  day  how  near  wc  were 
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enflaved  by  Charles  II.  and  many  of  tliem  do  ftili  t?. 
member  that  had  it  r.ot  been  for  the  Scotch^  Charts  L 
had  fwallawed  up  their  Libertys  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Parliaments  Forces  in  th.e  Well:,  if  not  before  ever  the 
rarhamentftruck  one  ftrok.: ;  and  yet  Father  and  Son 
and  O/zz'fr  the  Ufurper  too,  were  all  three  Prot iib.nrs : . 
i\nd  for  thofe  Gentlemen's  further  Convidion,  lee  them 
look  abroad  into  De/m:xyk  and  S:vede/7,  and  tell  us  Mi.c- 
ther  tliofe  Nations  did  not  lofe  their  Liberty  under  Fro, 
teiiant  Princes. 

I  fliall  agree  with  thofe  Authors,  that  his  prefentMa^ 
jcfty  is  uncapablc  of  any  fuch  thing,  that  the  v/hole 
Tenour  of  his  Life,  both  before  and  fince  his  cominf^ 
to  the  Crown,  fecures  us  agamil  any  fuch  fears  froni 
himfelf ;  it  is  evident  to  the  world  that  infteadcf  ins 
feeking  after  a  Crown,  there  were  tliicc  Crowns  ti  at 
fought  after  him,  elfe  we  had  never  been  troubled  with 
fuch  long  and  learned  debates,  \\^hither  there  was  an 
Abdication  and  Vacaney  of  the  Throne  or  not.  I  fjiall 
moreover  be  as  willing  as  any  of  them  to  fuppofe  that 
none  of  thofe  nam'd  in  the  SucccHion  as  now  limited 
will  attempt  any  fuch  thing  :  But  w^emufl  grant  what 
Solomon  fays  to  be  true,  That  none  hjorvs  who  [hall  fuc- 
ceed  him^  whether  a,  Wife  Man  or  a  Fool,  We  cannot  al- 
ways promife  ourfelvcs  a  Queen  Elizabeth^  or  fuch  an 
one  as  our  late  Queen  Mary^  nor  yet,  that  every  youn**- 
Prince  will  prove  an  Edward  VL  or  that  every  Fo- 
reign Prince  that  may  happen  to  be  match'dwithour 
HeirefTes,  fhall  have  fo  near  a  Relation  to  the  Crown 
as  the  Prince  of  .Orange,  or  have  fo  much  Zeal,  Cou- 
rage and  Power  as  he  to  refcue  us  outj  of  the  Jaws 
of  OppreiToi-s ;  and  therefore  feeing  it  is  the  practice  of 
all  Wife  Men  to  provide  in  a  Calm  agauift  a  Storm , 
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'T  lie  AO  rcHion  wli/  the  y\uther  of  the  ArL^un^eot 
iliould  be  treated  as  one  dnkiiected  to  his  ;\4iiieify> 
PerfoQ  or  Government.  Ch-irity,  wliich  is  ahnoil  lofl 
in  this  Age,  would  rather  tiiiuk  that  he  has  ^t he  hi '^h- 
t[\  Opinion  of  his  Majeily-  thar  can  be,  when  he  takes 
IX  for  granted  that  he  w.ll  agree  to  fuch  Methods  in 
his  own  Reign,  as  wdi  fecure  us  from  Tyranny  iu 
ihofe  of  others,  which  any  Man  with  half  ?.n  Eye  may 
fee  to  be  unavoidable,  if  the  Maxim  of  the  Reflecti- 
ons hQtvuQyVtZ:  A^o  Jrmj^  »i9 /C^^^9  when  all  the  World 
knows  tliere  have  been  and  may  be,  great  Kings  with- 
out Handing  Armies. 

I  have  exceeded  the  bounds  that  I  intended  at  fiHl, 
and  fliall  now  haften  to  a  Conclufion.  It  has  been  faid 
already  that  it  would  feem  now  no  more  to  be  the  de- 
bate, a  Itand  ng  Army  or  no  ftanding  Army,  but  how 
great  an  Army,  of  what  Troops  Compos'd,- how  long 
they  mAi ft  continue,  and  what  Methods  are  proper  to 
prevent  thofe  ill  Gonfequences  that  the  Argument 
iuggelfs.  It's  certain  the  Parliament  is  the  fitteil: 
Judges  of  all  thofe  things,  yet  feeing  every  one  of  the 
Anfwerers  has  propofed  his  own  Methods,  its  hop'd 
they  will  not  be  angry  if  I  tell  them  what  I  have  heard 
propofed  by  others, 

It  has  been  a  long  time  tlie  opinio:)  of  fome  Men,  that 
•had  his  Majeily  been  advifed  to  have  kept  that  Volun- 
teer Army  on  toot,  which  rofe  for  him  on  their  own  ac- 
count, we  had  prevented  the  Rebellion  in /^iV^W  and 
Scotland^  and  brought  France  to  reafon  much  fooner  •,  but 
fome  Men  out  of  a  pretended  Zeal  to  the  Church,  prevau- 
ed  to  have  the  contrary  m.cthod  taken,  totlie  no  \m'^\\ 
danger  of  the  State,  But  if  reafon  may  take  place,  fi  •\v 
that  the  Church  is  fecurcd  as  much  as  Law  can  ic::     - 
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lier,  and  tliat  flic  lias  a  Tell  Lo  aiuirt  Iier  Difcipime,  cr 
rather  Government. 

1  fay  feeing  i>;e  lias  a  Tcil  ro  fecu^c  Iier  Governmcnr, 
its  but  reaionabletJie  people  fhould  Iiave  a  Ttll  cop,  to 
preferve  their  Property  :  And  thelr's  a  Friend  of  mine 
iays  that  were  he  to  have  afeftofhismakingj  it  fhould 
belbme  fuchoneas  tliisj^'/^. 'i7Ai.%  rv/^f/T.^j-  all  tnen  in  the 
Ute  Reigns^  that  came  into  fUcfs  of  Pcnrr  and'TruJt^  rvere 
ohliged  to  abhore  that  Tratirous  fofu'iGn  of  lAk'mg  uV  Arms 
hy  the  Kings  AUf-honty  agairfl  his  Perfon^  a,nl  th-tt  tJjcj 
det  tared  thtre  ivas  no  (Mig.it  ion  tifon  t  hern  fives  or  any  c- 
thtrs  hjthat  Treafondle  Uath,  called  the  League  and  Co- 
i'en::nt.  So  now  noPie  fliould  be  admitted  into  any 
place  of  Power  and  Trufb,  without  declaring  their  ab- 
horren:e  of  the  Tyranny  of  the  late  Reigns,  complain'd 
of  in  the  Claim  of  Right,  and  that  they  account 
themfelves  and  others  under  no  obligation  to  believe  the 
Tyrannical  Doclrine  of  PafRve  Obedience  and  Non-rc- 
filfance,  as  explained  and  underftood  in  the  late  Reign  : 
But  I  know  my  Friend  is  hot  Headed,  and  that  this 
Pill  is  not  well  enough  guilded  to  go  dov/n  :  Yet  there  are 
others  wiio  are  more  nnoderate,  that  are  of  opinion,  if 
the  Government  think  fit  to  allow  of  a  Handing  Army, 
the  Country  would  be  the  more  fatished  if  all  or  molt 
of  the  Officers  be  Men  of  Eftares  and  Intcrcil  in  the 
Nation,  and  known  to  be  fuch  as  tliink  th.ey  may  go 
to  Heaven  without  believing  the  Dodrine  of  Palfive 
Obedience,  in  the  fenfe  above  mentioned  ;  and  that  the 
faid  Army  be  compofed  as  much  as  may  be  of  thofe 
that  have  been  raifed,  or  are  now  well  mixed  by  fuch 
Gentlemen  as  always  oppofed  the  Tyranny  of  tlie  late 
Reigns,  and  that  at  the  fame  time  the  MiHtia  and  Fleet 
be  alfo  put  into  fuch  hands,  and  the  former  difciplin'd 
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v^ith  a>  much  fpecd  as  may  be,      now  that  we  have 
plenty  ot  experienced  Ofiicersa.nd  Soldiers  to  doit. 
•,My  Friends  are  aUb  of  opinion,  that  it  is  our  Intereft 
to  Cultivate  a  Good  Correlpondence  with    Sco^ArJ^   in 
order  to   which  an  Union  of  the  Nations  would    be 
much  more  ettedual  than  the  Union  of  the  Crowns ;  for 
that  haves  room  for  Princes  of  Arbitrary   Temipers  to 
dafli  us  one  againft  another,  and  to  make  us  the  Inllru- 
ments  of  their  Tyranny  by  turns.     Thus  King  Charles 
the  I.   threatned  to  Invade   Scotland,   and  aftually  did 
it  with  an  Army  from  England  \  and  King  Charles  the 
II.  procured  an  Aft  of  Parliament  in  Scot  land  ^ov  200C0 
Horfeand  Foot,  with  fo  many  days  Provifions,  to  march 
to  any  part  of  his  Dominions  that  he  pleafed,  which 
confidering  the  party  in  this  Nation  that  w^ouid  have 
joyned  them  ,    might  have   been  fatal  to  all  the  three 
Kingdoms,  had  not  that  Prince  been  more  given  to  his 
pleafures  than  to  his  Sword.     Such  an  Union,  as  no 
d.Aib':  it  might  be  effefted,  to  the  Honour  and  Advan- 
tage of  both  Nations,  would  alfo  fecure  this  Nation  ve- 
ry much  in  cafe  of  any  future  War  with  France,  or  0- 
thers ;  whereas  if  the  Scotch  be  always  treated  with  Con- 
tempt, or  govern'd  by  the  Councils  of  a  Party,  this  Na- 
tion that  hates  them,  on  tlie  account  of  their  Civil  and 
PvcligicusPrinciples,  it  may  have  ill  Confequences  at  fome- 
time  or  other.     The  Royal  Line  w^hich  Cements  them 
a.t  prefent,  is  not  very  numerous  in  Off-fpring,  and  that 
failing,  they  have  Princes  of  their  own  Blood  at  home, 
who  if  they  ftrengthen  themfelves  by  powerful  foreign 
Alliances  may   prove  troublefome  Neighbours,  when 
we  are  engaged  in  a  foreign  War,    efpecially  confider- 
ing the  great    plantation  of  their  Countrymen  of  the 
fame  Principles  with  th&m^^lvts'm  Ireland, 

Which 
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^  Vv'likii  Kingdom  my  Friends  are  ahb  of  opinion  ought 
tobstrmted  i'oas  they  may  look  upoatiicmleives  as  fel- 
low Suliiecls,  and  that  fome  (Ironger  efforts  fliould  be 
made,  and  more  Chriftian  methods  taken  to  Civiize 
and  Convert  die  Popfli  Natives  than  have  hitiierro 
l^een  pra6l:ifed^  and  then  we  Ihall  be  in  no  danger  of 
having  our  Brethrens  Throats  cut  by  them  in  their 
Country,  nor  of  being  Invaded  by  them' in  our  own,  as 
in  the  time  of  C harks  I.  and  Jawes  II.  If  Scotland  and 
Ireland  were  both  united  to  this  Kingdom ,  upon  terms 
Honourable  and  Ad  vantagious  to  us  and  them,  wc  might 
fit  a^Qiieen  in  the  Seas,  retain  our  Soveraignty  undif- 
puted,  keep  the  Ballance  of  Eur  of  e^  nay,  of  the  Uni- 
verfe  in  our  hands,  be  fecure  againft  Tyranny  at  home, 
and  Invafion  from  abroad,  and  EngU/U  would  be  the 
unenvi'd  Head  of  th^^  Union.  I  havealfo  heard  fome  Gen- 
tlemen give  their  opinion  that 'twere  the  Intereft  of  this 
Nation,  to  have  methods  laid  down  for  entertaining  a 
perpetual  Amity  with  Holland^  left  future  Princes  may 
daHi  us  againlt  one  another  as  formerly ,  to  the  endan- 
gering of  the  Proteflant  Religion,  and  the  Civil  Liber- 
ties ^Europe.  The  only  thing  that  we  can  have  anv 
occafion  to  quarrel  about,  is  our  rivalling  one  another  iii 
point  of  Triide,  and  as  Providence  did  formerly  put  an 
opportunity  into  the  hands  of  tliis  Nation,  of  taking 
away  the  Hereditary  Enmity  tliat  had  been  for  fome 
Centuries  betwixt  us  and  Scot/.wd^  by  uniting  the  Crowns, 
kind  Heaven  hath  now  alfoputan  opportunity  into  our 
hands  of  fixing  a  •perpetual  Friendlhip  with  Holland^ 
our  King  and  their  Stadholder  being  one  and  the  fame 
perfon,  and  equally  the  darling  of  both  People  ;  fo  that 
there's  noreafon  to  doubt,  but  infuch  an  aufpicious  Con- 
juncture, matters  maybe  fo  concerted  by  the  Govern- 
ment 
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meat  of  both  Nations,  as  to  prevent  any  fuch  competition 
in  time  to  come,  as  may  occafion  a  Rupture.  There's  cer-  ■■ 
t;qinly  room  enough  in  tiic  World  for  both  of  us  to  Trade, 
;-tid  if  we  entertain  a   good  Correfpondence,  we  may 
m  a  manner  divide  the  Trade  of  the  Univerfe  betwixt 
us ;  but  if  by  the  implacable  m.aUce  of  a  certain  Fadion 
in  this  Kingdom  againft  that  Induftrious  and  brave  Peo- 
ple, becaufe  of  their  Government  being  founded  upon  ■ 
Trinciples  contrary^to  PafTive  Obedience,   we  be  kept  ofl'i 
from  fettling  a  pa'rpetual  FriendHiip  with  them,  it  will 
certainlv  argue  our  infatuation,  for  there's  no  Allies  we- 
can  have  that  are  in  any  capacity  to   ajOTift  us  againfi: 
Yrmce ,  in  cafe   that   already  over-grown    Monarchy 
fhould  be  yet  further  aggrandiz'd  by  addition  of  the  Do- 
minions 0?  Sffam,  of  which  as  I  have faid  already,   thej^ 
Uave  fo  fair  and  near  a  Profped. 

Thefe  are  thehafty  thoughts,  Sir,  of  our  Friends  here 
in  Town,  as  to  the  Avgumtnts  pro  2nd  co^z  about  a  ftand- 
uig  Army,  which  are  all  at  prefent  the  Common  Sub-* 
}e£t  of  Converfation.    I  am 


&>,   Tour  humble  Servant. 


F  1    N   I  s. 


